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SEPTEMBER 15, 2007

RESOLUTION

PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY DENOUNCES 
UNEQUAL JUSTICE AGAINST THE JENA SIX
WHEREAS, our Illustrious Founders included the equality of all men and all women and all races and ethnicities in their vision for brotherhood and have called us to fight for social justice to guarantee that equality;
AND WHEREAS, in 1954 the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of the desegregation of public schools in Brown vs. the Board of Education;
AND WHEREAS, the National Council on Crime and Delinquency has documented in 2007 that African Americans are over-represented in the criminal justice system, comprising 17% of the nation's juvenile population, but 28% of juveniles arrested;

AND WHEREAS, 53 years later, in the year 2007, the world has been awakened to the continued injustice and inequality of African Americans, now demonstrated within the School and Judicial Districts of LaSalle Parish, which governs Jena, Louisiana;
AND WHEREAS, in 2006, six African American teenage males were charged as adult criminals for a fight against a Caucasian teenage male that occurred in school as a result of racial tormenting and threats made by the Caucasian male and other Caucasian teenage males against the African American males and other members of the African American population;
AND WHEREAS, the use of racial symbols in the form of nooses hung from a tree were used by the Caucasian students in protest after an African American student sat under a tree at the school that was known to be a “Whites Only” section of the school;
AND WHEREAS, the Caucasian students that hung the nooses were expelled from the school, their expulsion later overturned and reduced to a three day in-school suspension by the LaSalle Parish School Board and Superintendent Roy Breithaupt;

AND WHEREAS the actions of the Caucasian students were termed “adolescents playing pranks” and therefore not reported to the police;
AND WHEREAS, the use of these racial symbols should be seen as federal hate crimes by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, punishable by a federal crime conviction, yet in Jena, no such action was taken; 
AND WHEREAS, in September 10, 2006, several dozen black students attempted to address the LaSalle School Board concerning these events, but were denied the chance to be heard because the Board was of the opinion that "the noose issue" had been adequately resolved;
AND WHEREAS, on December 1, 2006, a fight was instigated at a house party by a Caucasian male with five African American students, including 16 year old Robert Bailey;

AND WHEREAS, the party host, a Caucasian female student, put out all six persons, which later sparked a bigger fight outside the party;

AND WHEREAS the police were called to investigate;

AND WHEREAS, only a single Caucasian male was convicted of “simple battery” for his role in the fight and was put on probation;
AND WHEREAS, the next day, another altercation occurred at a local store, where a Caucasian male from the party the previous night pointed a shotgun at Robert Bailey and his friends;

AND WHEREAS, a resulting police report containing both side’s testimony varied so dramatically that witness testimony had to be offered;

AND WHEREAS, Robert Bailey was charged with three criminal counts: (1) theft of a firearm; (2) second-degree robbery; and (3) disturbing the peace;

AND WHEREAS, the Caucasian male who had produced the weapon was not charged;
AND WHEREAS, on Monday, December 4, 2006, a Caucasian male student named Justin Barker, aged 17, "bragged," -- as characterized by National Public Radio -- how Robert Bailey had been beaten up by a ‘white man that Friday night;’

AND WHEREAS, Robert Bailey and five the other African American males assaulted Justin Barker for what he said;

AND WHEREAS, Justin Barker was examined by a doctor and after two hours of treatment and observation for his concussion and a swollen eye, he was discharged in time to attend the school Ring Ceremony that same evening;

AND WHEREAS, the six African American males, eventually dubbed the "Jena Six," were arrested;
AND WHEREAS, the six students -- Robert Bailey, Mychal Bell, Carwin Jones, Bryant Purvis, Theo Shaw, and an unidentified minor -- were initially tried and charged with aggravated battery, which in Louisiana involves the use of a weapon and carries a penalty carrying a fine of not more than $5,000.00, imprisonment with or without hard labor for not more than ten years, or both, if tried as an adult;
AND WHEREAS, District Attorney Reed Walters increased the charges to attempted second-degree murder, which would result in a larger sentence, causing the Jena Six to remain in jail until each was past the age of 50;
AND WHEREAS, on June 26, 2007, Mychal Bell’s sentence was reduced to aggravated second-degree battery and conspiracy to commit aggravated second-degree battery which is also defined as having used a “deadly weapon” during the assault;

AND WHEREAS, D.A. Walters agreed to have the charges reduced; however, he still argued that the tennis-shoes that Bell used to kick Baker during the fight were deadly weapons;

AND WHEREAS, despite conflicting accounts by witnesses on whether Bell was involved or not, Bell was found guilty and will face the possibility of up to 22 years in prison;

AND WHEREAS, further hearings for the others are still to come with the charges against Carwin Jones and Theo Shaw also being reduced to aggravated second-degree battery and conspiracy;

AND WHEREAS, the other three are still awaiting “attempted murder” charges;
AND WHEREAS, Bell’s current legal counsel has argued that (1) his initial court-appointed public defender did not represent Bell appropriately; (2) the public defender conspired against Bell; (3) the case should have been heard in another parish court other than LaSalle; and (4) Bell should not have been tried as an adult;
AND WHEREAS, the injustices are still being perpetuated as the judge dismissed the charges of conspiracy against the court-appointed public defender but agreed that Bell should be tried as a juvenile, but has done nothing to rectify this;
AND WHEREAS, a national outcry by several civil and human rights groups has called for an increased federal Investigation and for federal actions to be taken on behalf of the “Jena Six” as they fight for equality and social justice in the courts of LaSalle Parish, Louisiana;

AND WHEREAS, there exists a national petition to encourage the United States Department of Justice to intervene on behalf of justice for the Jena Six and to determine whether their civil rights have been violated (http://www.petitiononline.com/mod_perl/signed.cgi?aZ51CqmR);
AND WHEREAS, the Brothers of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated and their International Board of Directors stand in support of these six African American teenage males wrongfully standing trial for aggravated second-degree assault  and attempted murder;
AND WHEREAS, on Friday, September 14, 2007 the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the conviction of aggravated battery against Mychal Bell, citing he should never have been tried as an adult;

AND WHEREAS, Bell will remain in prison for two weeks pending an appeal to the state Supreme Court by D.A. Walters;

AND WHEREAS, the reversal of Bell’s conviction will not affect the four others also charged as adults
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Brothers of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated, denounce these acts of unequal justice in Jena, Louisiana;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, on September 20, 2007 every Brother of Phi Beta Sigma, in a show of solidarity and support, will wear the color black, and will join with individuals and organizations across Louisiana, the country, and the world, who believe in and demand justice and social equality everywhere, in a display of strength and camaraderie against the injustices enacted towards the Jena Six;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each Brother of Phi Beta Sigma sign the Jena Six Petition (http://www.petitiononline.com/mod_perl/signed.cgi?aZ51CqmR);

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Phi Beta Sigma encourages our communities and partners to join in this outcry for justice on September 20th by also wearing black in a showing of unity in historical numbers for support of the Jena Six and we request representatives of our partnerships to sign the petition (http://www.petitiononline.com/mod_perl/signed.cgi?aZ51CqmR);
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Brothers from across the country are encouraged to join the Brothers of the Gulf Coast Region and the Brothers of Louisiana to support the march on Jena, Louisiana on September 20th, which was to have been the day of sentencing for Mychal Bell, one of the Jena Six (if it continues as was originally planned);
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that on Thursday, September 20, 2007, at 7:30a.m., the Brothers of Phi Beta Sigma, led by Brothers John E. White, International Director of Social Action; Honorable Arthur R. Thomas, Immediate Past President; and Gulf Coast Regional Director, Reginald Tyiska, will meet for the march on Jena at the LaSalle Parish Courthouse in Jena, Louisiana, under the Phi Beta Sigma banners;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chapters of Phi Beta Sigma are directed to write the United States Attorney for Louisiana Western District, Donald W. Washington, concerning the unequal justice embodied in the Jena Six case, further contributing to the over-representation of African American males in the criminal system as documented by the National Council on Crime and Delinquency (sample letter and address located on Phi Beta Sigma international website);
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Brothers of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. continue to champion the cause for equality and equal justice, not only in Jena, Louisiana, but the world over, in an effort to continue the legacy of our illustrious Founders, perpetuating Culture for Service, and Service for Humanity.
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