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Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity International Office Honors Sylvester Davis

Nashville, Tennessee – August 25, 2008 – Members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Incorporated from around the nation traveled to Music City to honor one of their own with a black tie affair.  The Honorable Brother Sylvester Davis, past president of Eta Beta Sigma Alumni Chapter of Nashville, was presented with the Presidential Service Award, only the second to be bestowed upon a member, as part of a celebration that highlighted his dedicated contribution to the organization. 
Davis joined the fraternity in 1961 and has served in various national, regional and local positions including president of the Distinguished Service Chapter (DSC), Southwestern Regional Director and Interim Executive Director.  Two of his greatest legacy within the fraternity includes assisting with locating the International Headquarters in Washington DC and implementing the Project Teddy Bear and Ethnic Books program through the DSC.  A proud Tennessee State University alumnus, Davis retired from the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, as Director of Plant Industries in 1995.  
International President Paul Griffin Jr. is one of the many Sigma presidents that have sought the advice and guidance of Davis.  “The Honorable Sylvester Davis is a distinguished man and a true Sigma Brother with decades of service to Sigma coming from the Southwestern Region by way of the great state of Tennessee.”  

Along with his wife Joann Davis-Davis and he has two sons Anthony and Kenneth, who are also Sigma Brothers, Anthon, five past national presidents, current national executive board members, family and friends gathered at the Sheraton Music City to show their support of Davis.  Southwestern Regional board and local chapter members supported the event in great numbers. 
The current Regional Director of the Southwestern Region and member of the International General Board Brother Martin Currie spoke of how Brother Davis' influenced his organizational growth.  Brother Currie stated, "my service locally as an officer in every elected position and then on a regional basis as treasurer and then as regional director were the direct result of Brother Davis’, support, persistence and inspirational examples of our motto "Culture for Service and Service for Humanity". 
Sentiments echoing Currie’s statement came from the local president as well.  

(more)

“Hon. Bro. Davis is more than worthy of this gala event.  He is one of the most dedicated 
members of our fraternity and has molded several brothers in their fraternal and professional growth,” said Derrick Smith, Eta Beta Sigma Chapter president.  “His leadership is contagious and we all can and do learn something from him each time he speaks.”  

Proceeds from this affair will go to support the Sylvester Davis Scholarship with the Phi Beta

Sigma National Foundation, Inc. (501-c3) Contributions to the fund can be directed to the following:  Phi Beta Sigma National Foundation, Inc. Sylvester Davis Scholarship P.O. Box 1346 Antioch, TN 37011-1346.  


Sigma Nashville is the umbrella organization of Nashville’s alumni and six collegiate chapters of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Incorporated.  
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