          FUZZY Math or  
Let’s begin this lesson with some presidential election trivia. Your answers might change after reading What Went Wrong in Ohio: The Conyers Report on the 2004 Presidential Election.
(a) Who was the last person to be elected and serve as President of the United States of America? (b) Who was the last person elected President of the United States of America?

(c) When was George Bush elected President of the United States?

The world once viewed the United States of America as the model democracy.  We sent representatives around the globe to monitor elections and help nations take their initial steps towards democracy.  Nations sought our guidance as they attempted to create a better country for their citizens.  What Went Wrong in Ohio calls into question our self-appointed mandate to lead other nations towards a democratic form of government.  While we continue to advise others, our democracy might be slipping away.
How can we, the people, prevent the latest attacks on our once prized institution? Whom can we trust to assist us in our efforts? Most of our legislative members do not seem to posses the commitment or courage necessary to address this issue. The judicial branch played a key role in the 2000 presidential election fiasco by selecting George W. Bush to be the 43rd President. The Court’s decision should not surprise us given its make up. The nine member court was stacked with five appointees of George H. W. Bush and Ronald Reagan.
The stealing of the 2000 presidential election was carried out in bold fashion. The Republicans chose Florida, governed by Bush brother Jeb, as the location to carry out their plan. Katherine Harris, Florida Secretary of State and the state chair of the Bush-Cheney campaign, was the “front man” for their election charade. Harris made decisions that would weigh heavily on the election results in Florida.
The election fraud in Florida was exposed thanks to the British Broadcasting Company (BBC). The American media could not be counted on to report the truth. Following the voter fraud of 2000 we watched Florida in anticipation of the 2004 presidential election. There was no way we would sit back and let this happen a second time. Well, at least not in the sunshine state.
As we approached the 2004 presidential election some feared Ohio would be the Florida of 2004. Their worst fears became reality when numerous irregularities were noticed in the Ohio election. In this election Kenneth Blackwell would assume the role played by Harris in the 2000 election. Blackwell is the co-chair of Ohio’s Bush-Cheney campaign and Ohio’s Secretary of State. Mainstream media once again failed to accurately report the unfolding story. Americans were forced to look towards the BBC and other world media for answers once again.
What Went Wrong in Ohio? Is it possible the Republicans once again manipulated the system to benefit the Bush-Cheney camp? The House Judiciary Committee, under the leadership of the Committee’s ranking Democrat, John Conyers, called for an investigation of election irregularities in Ohio. Conyers was joined by the 11 Democrats on the Committee, while the Republican members refused to participate in any investigation of the election in Ohio.
Conyers and the Democratic members of the House Judiciary Committee went to Ohio to conduct a hearing and gather testimony. Their findings give us a startling look at the lengths the Republicans are willing to take to fulfill their agenda. What Went Wrong in Ohio is a copy of The Conyers Report and a must read for anyone interested in how the Republicans have stolen elections over the past several years. The report exposes the planning, implementation and aftermath of their election fraud. The Committee’s report also provides recommendations for future elections and discusses relevant background law.
The investigation found numerous election irregularities in Ohio, many of which can be linked directly to Secretary Blackwell’s office. In an effort to address these irregularities the Committee submitted thirty-six questions to Secretary Blackwell. Although he initially agreed “to fill in the blanks”, he has yet to answer any of the Committee’s questions. Blackwell has also failed to investigate any of the irregularities in his capacity as Secretary of State.

Following the problems in the 2000 election Congress enacted HAVA (Help America Vote Act). The act provides federal funding and establishes requirements for voting and voter registration through the EAC (Election Assistance Commission). Funding is provided to the states to assist in acquiring new and updated voting machines and fairly allocate those machines statewide. However, what the funds were used for or how they were allocated is not publicly available. During their investigation the Committee received an affidavit from a former employee of Secretary Blackwell, Ms. Rhonda Frazier. Ms. Frazier’s affidavit described irregularities concerning the use of HAVA funds by his office. She noted the failure of Blackwell’s office to comply with the voting reform grant requiring all voting machines in Ohio to be inventoried and tagged for security reasons. Ms. Frazier also stated she “was routinely instructed to violate the bidded contracts to order supplies from other companies for all 17 Secretary of State offices throughout the state which were cheaper vendors, leaving a cash surplus differential in the budget”. When she inquired about the violations she was told the matter was not her concern.
Some of the irregularities uncovered by the House Judiciary Committee:

· Intimidating phone calls, fliers, letters and misinformation from election poll workers telling voters they were not registered, they can vote on November 3 or the polling location had been changed.
· 93,000 “spoiled” ballots where no vote for president was cast or multiple votes were indicated and therefore ignored.

· A number of precincts showed more votes cast than number of registered voters in the precinct. Miami County showed an improbable 98.55% voter turnout, while another county showed 124% voter turnout.

· After 100% of the precincts were reported an additional 19,000 votes were recorded, all for Bush, in Miami County.

· Misallocation of voting machines causing some voters to stand in line for 10 hours to vote. These problems were overwhelmingly heavy in minority, Democratic and urban areas.

· Triad, a manufacturer of voting machines, provided “cheat sheets” to those counting the ballots during the recount. This was done so the hand count of the sample would match the machine count to avoid a full county wide hand count mandated by law.

The Committee recommended additional and a more detailed investigation of the presidential election, by the U.S. Congress, in Ohio and around the country. Their investigation was hampered by the lack of cooperation from Secretary Blackwell and others. Only a Congressional investigation by a majority of both houses may require Blackwell and others to cooperate through the issuing of subpoenas. To date no joint committee of the two Houses of Congress was assembled to consider the crimes committed and come up with viable solutions for the 2008 presidential election.
Compliments must be expressed to the Committee for their efforts to fight for the voting rights of the citizens of Ohio, and the United States. The Republican members chose to follow the example of their selected leader George W. Bush and were AWOL. In this time of seemingly spineless Democrats and heartless Republicans, it is refreshing to know we have a few friends on The Hill looking out for our best interests.

The Committee has conducted their investigation and made recommendations for further action on this matter. The question now is, when will we the people step up and start demanding better of our elected representatives, and hold them accountable for their actions and/or non-actions? That is a vital discussion for another time.

The time is now to call for an independent committee to conduct a thorough investigation on our behalf. We also need to call on both houses of Congress to enact meaningful election and campaign finance reform for all future elections. FIGHT THE POWER!!!
Presidential Trivia Question Answers:
(a) William Jefferson Clinton

(b) John Forbes Kerry

(c) 1989, George Herbert Walker Bush was elected President and served from 1989-1993

